Introduction
Immunoassays are still gaining importance in the central laboratories of large hospitals (see table 1 ). This A special case is the imprecision of the blank which is used as a measure of the detection limit. A survey of definitions has recently been published [5] . It is generally considered to be the minimally detectable quantity. [5] .
If the detection limit is defined, and ifit is below the lower end of the reference range, the following claims can be recommended for the determination of the TSH activity:
(1) 1% criterion for detection limit (DE 0"05 U/l).
(2) CVA at lower limit of the reference range --<8%. 
